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Dear Investigators and Study Coordinators,
Please be aware that due to the Thanksgiving Holiday on November 26th  the last Meeting of the Case Cancer IRB for the month of November will be on Thursday, November 19th.  Since the deadline for a submission to be reviewed at a particular Meeting of the IRB is the Tuesday of the week before the meeting, the deadline for November review is Tuesday, November 10th.  Anything received on or after Wednesday, November 11th will be reviewed at the December 3rd Meeting.  
Also, since both Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve fall on Thursdays this year, the last Meeting of the IRB for 2009 will take place on Thursday, December 17th.  In keeping with the usual deadlines for submission, the IRB must receive all submissions to be reviewed in 2009 by Tuesday, December 8th.  Anything received on or after Wednesday, December 9th will be reviewed at the Thursday, January 7th Meeting.
It is particularly important to keep these dates in mind if a study is due for continuing review in November, December or January.  The Case Western Reserve University Cancer IRB must conduct a continuing review of the research on at least an annual basis (Per DHHS Regulations Title 45 CFR 46.109e and FDA regulations 21 CFR 56.109f).  Once the IRB approval for a protocol expires, research must stop.  Enrollment of new subjects cannot occur after the expiration of IRB approval.  
Under normal circumstances, the Case Cancer continuation report for this study is due no later than two weeks before the expiration date.  However, because the IRB will not meet on Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve extra time should be allotted.  It is also advantageous to consider the possibility that the Board might defer or conditionally approve a submission, thereby requiring time for investigator response and re-review by the Board.    

If you have any questions about the IRB schedule, please contact me at (216) 368-3771, mlc10@case.edu or JC Scharf-Deering at (216) 368-3195, jsc12@case.edu .

Happy Holidays,

Mariesa Malinowski

Administrative Director

Case Cancer IRB
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