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	The Institutional Animal Care and Use committee in conjunction with the University Health Service would like to inform you that it is recommended that persons handling certain species of animals on a regular basis be vaccinated against rabies because of a small risk of contracting this potentially fatal disease.  

The vaccine administered is the Human Diploid Vaccine and involves three injections in the upper arm, one injection on day1, one on day 7, and one on day 28. A local reaction can be expected in the area consisting of tenderness, redness, itching or hardness. This will last for a few days.  

Procedures to follow in the event of a skin penetrating bite wound caused by a dog or cat…

1. Return animal to its cage 
2. Clean and disinfect wound

3. Report injury to ARC immediately (368-3490)

4. Animal must be quarantined for 10 days

5. If animal dies or exhibits signs of neurologic disease during the quarantine period, its head will be sent to the Ohio Rabies Diagnostic Lab for testing.

Occasionally, other reactions occur – headache, malaise, fever, muscle or joint aching, general itching or rash and occasional nausea and vomiting. Please contact the UHS at 368-2450 if any such reaction occurs.  In the event of an emergency you should call 911 or go to the nearest hospital emergency room.  

The duration of protection from the rabies vaccine varies from person to person. Consequently, we recommend that persons receiving the vaccine have antibody to the rabies virus measured every 2 years. If the titers of the antibody have fallen below a certain level, a booster dose of the vaccine should be administered to provide adequate protection. Blood should not be donated for a 6-month period after immunizations.
In the event you are bitten by an animal, you should seek medical care.  The rabies vaccine gives a few days to begin your post-exposure prevention plan, but the vaccine alone is not enough to prevent rabies if you are bitten by a rebid animal.

	I have read the above information and am aware of the indications for taking the rabies vaccination and the side effects of the vaccination.

	
	
	I consent to taking this immunization.

	
	
	I do not wish to avail myself of this immunization

	Sign Name:
	

	Print Name:
	
	Date:
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