IBMS 500
On Being a Professional Scientist: The Responsible Conduct of Research

May 9, 10, and 11: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Morning Location DeGrace 312: https://wiki.case.edu/DeGrace_Hall 

(Lunch on your own: 12:00-1:00p.m.)

Afternoon Location SEARS: https://wiki.case.edu/Sears_Building 

Course Director: 

Nicole Deming, JD MA (nicole.deming@case.edu)
Department of Bioethics

CWRU Office: (216) 368-5386

Center for Biomedical Ethics 

MetroHealth Office: (216) 778-1263
Description:

Students will be brought up to date on the current state of professional policy and federal regulation in this area, and, through the case studies, will discuss practical strategies for preventing and resolving ethical problems in their own work.  This is a required course designed to introduce students to the basic issues involved in the responsible conduct of research. After completing this course, students should be aware of and able to apply relevant professional norms and ethical principles in their scientific research.  The course will meet on three consecutive mornings in mid-May for six hours/day; attendance is mandatory to receive credit for the course.  

Chapters on each topic will be read by students prior to each meeting – and small group discussions on assigned case studies will be facilitated by Training Grant directors and faculty.

Required Text: Scientific Integrity by Francis L. Macrina  (3rd Edition)

Monday, May 9:  Discovering and Disclosing Scientific Misconduct

Cases for discussion:

1. Fabrication: Submitting works in progress as submitted when applying for a NSF grant

2. Stolen Technique: Presenting at a conference and not getting credited for your work

3. Plagiarism: Do I need to cite my own work?

4. Reporting Misconduct: Relying on the work of a fellow graduate student whose work is just too good to be true…

5. Reviewing the works of others: Temptations and limitations in “borrowing” ideas

6. Falsification: How you present data matters: defining typical verses exceptional results

7. Mentoring and mentor-mentee relationships 

Faculty Facilitators: 

Room Assignment
Helen Salz 

-
SEAR 374

David Wilson 

-
SEAR 341A

Nicole Deming

-
SEAR 350

Suzanne Rivera

-
SEAR 354

Cliff Harding

-
SEAR 435

Tuesday, May 10:  Commercialization in Science: COI and IP
Cases for discussion:

1. Intellectual Property Rights: Loyalty to the sponsor: the case of competing sponsor within a department

2. Publication: Sponsor review prior to publication of results

3. Data Ownership: Taking your work out of academia and setting up a company of your own

4. Ownership of work: Transferring labs – can you take it with you? 

5. Peer Review 

Faculty Facilitators: 

Room Assignment
Mike Harris 

-
SEAR 341A

Horst von Recum
-
SEAR 350

Nicole Deming

-
SEAR 356


Suzanne Rivera

-
SEAR 354
Eben Alsberg

-
SEAR 435
Wednesday, May 11:  Subjects Issues
Cases for discussion:

1. Use of Animals: Holding to a higher standard than Mother Nature

2. Human treatment of animals: Rushing to get results

3. Minimizing harm: How much doubt is enough to raise an objection

4. Informed consent with genetic data: When is the use of data and tissue banks human subject research 

Faculty Facilitators: 

Room Assignment
Alfred Rimm

- 
SEAR 356 


Alison Hall 

-
SEAR 435

Nicole Deming

-
SEAR 374


Suzanne Rivera***
-
SEAR 372

