NEUR 540; 0 credits; spring semesters on alternate years; to be offered spring 2008

Strowbridge, B.W. and Zigmond, R.E.

Bulletin Title:

Advanced Topics in Neuroscience Ethics

Bulletin Description:

This course offers continuing education in responsible conduct of research for advanced graduate students.  The course will cover the nine defined areas of research ethics through a combination of lectures, on-line course material and small group discussions.  Six 2-hr meetings per semester.  Maximum enrollment of 15 students with preference given to graduate students in the Neurosciences program.  All Neurosciences graduate students must complete this course during their 3rd or 4th year.

Syllabus:

This course is designed to complement and extend the responsible conduct of research (RCR) material presented to first-year graduate students in IBMS500 and to provide opportunities for small group discussions between graduate students and training faculty on research ethics topics.  The didactic component of the course will cover the 9 federally-defined RCR topics (research misconduct, animal research, authorship, mentoring, data management, human subjects, conflict of interest, peer review, collaborative science) through a combination of traditional lectures and on-line material.  The lecture component will be organized in conjunction with the Case Office of Research Compliance.  (This course plan was developed in part through conversations with Christian LaMantia and Eric Cottington from this office.)  Since many training programs are facing the same new requirements for advanced ethics courses, the Research Compliance office is planning to present one set of 9 lectures each spring semester that would be suitable for all graduate training programs.  Students in this course will attend the in-house lectures material for the five areas most germane to graduate student research (research misconduct, animal research, authorship, mentoring and data management). Students will have the option to learn the other 4 RCR areas through either in-house lectures or the on-line CITI instruction material.  An adequate understanding of all 9 RCR areas will be assessed using an exam (tentatively planned as a traditional final exam, though this may also include on-line quizzes.)  In addition to these lectures, the course will have two 2-hr small group discussions with training faculty that will focus on application of the RCR material to neuroscience research.  We anticipate that this course will require approximately 14 hours (10 hours specified below plus 4 hours of on-line instruction using the CITI program or attending the optional in-house lectures.) 

Tentative Schedule:

Friday 1/25/08
9 – 10 A.M. 
Research Misconduct lecture



10 – 11 A.M.
Animal Research lecture

Thurs  1/31/08
9 – 11 A.M.
Small group discussion I

Friday 2/1/08
9 – 10 A.M. 
Authorship lecture



10 – 11 A.M. 
Mentoring lecture

Friday 2/15/08
9 – 10 A.M.
Data management lecture

Thurs 2/21/08
9 – 11 A.M.
Small group discussion II

Friday 2/22/08
9 – 10 A.M.
Final exam

