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Dr. Kern has been the Chief of the Pulmonary, Critical Care and sleep Medicine Division 

since 2000.  Along with leading the division, he has continued vigorous research activities 

studying membrane bound tyrosine kinases (RTK) expressed by pulmonary epithelial cells 

and their role in the regulation of pulmonary epithelial cell proliferation. This work has 

taken him into fields of lung cancer as well as lung injury and repair.  A highly valued 

component of Dr. Kern's career has been teaching, as he continues to mentor in the 

laboratory, clinics, and the ICU. He has been a dynamic participant on task forces, 

committees, and advisory boards and is a recognized reviewer for numerous medical 

journals as well as being extensively published. He has been awarded "Best Doctors in 

America" as well as “Top Doc” honors regionally numerous times for his contributions to 

Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine.  
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