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We would like the opportunity to develop a curriculum for students to participate in an 8-week elective combining undifferentiated care with chronic disease management. The primary goal would be to provide medical students with a sense that the majority of chronic disease is managed in the outpatient setting, with acute flares of disease necessitating either an emergency room visit (undifferentiated care) and/or hospitalization.  Additionally, students will be expected to explore natural history of disease processes as well as diagnostic and therapeutic implications of both undifferentiated and chronic illness. Participating in an extended 8 week advanced core block gives students an opportunity to understand the interplay of ambulatory medicine with emergency medicine or inpatient care.  Furthermore, this experience will improve students’ continuity with dedicated faculty and increase continuity of care with an established patient panel.

We are planning to optimize the opportunity for medical students to develop a panel of patients that they could follow over a course of 8 weeks, especially through the various clinical settings (ex, ambulatory clinic, emergency room, and hospital) in order to provide a longitudinal and comprehensive plan of care for a patient.  This may be accomplished through following an admitted patient from the emergency room to the inpatient setting and then for the patient’s first post-hospitalization primary care visit.  Since we will not be able to offer this progression of opportunity for all students, other avenues have been explored.  Namely, the inpatient medical director or chief resident will provide a list of patients who have been admitted for complications or exacerbations of their chronic disease, so that medical students can follow them while hospitalized and then for the patient’s post-hospitalization visit.  Students participating in the Scholars Collaboration will play an active role in developing additional rotation-specific learning objectives, organizing the format and content of the weekly group sessions, and developing tools for both student assessment and program evaluation.  
Based upon our proposal, not only would students have the opportunity to deliver continuity of care to patients with chronic disease, but they will also develop longitudinal relationship with select dedicated faculty members during this time frame. These faculty members would also be responsible for providing specific, timely, and goal-directed feedback multiple times throughout the 8-week course.  A longitudinal learning environment and stable relationship with mentors should foster student comfort, satisfaction, clinical skill development, and professionalism.  There may also be opportunities to develop longitudinal relationships with resident physician role models, since many of these clinical settings include residents on at least a two week time frame.  
