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	Resolution of Conflict of Interest Form

	Activity Title: 
	     
	CID No.:
	Activity Date:

	Name:
	     

 FORMTEXT 
     

	Check all that apply: 
	Faculty   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Activity Director    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Reviewer    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Author    FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Moderator   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Planning Committee   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Topic:
	     


Defining Conflict of Interest

When do relationships create ‘conflicts of interest?’ (SCS 2.1)
The ACCME considers financial relationships to create actual conflicts of interest in CME when individuals have both a financial relationship with a commercial interest and the opportunity to affect the content of CME about the products or services of that commercial interest.

Where is the ‘conflict?’ (SCS 2.1)
When the provider’s interests are aligned with those of a commercial interest the interests of the provider are in ‘conflict’ with the interests of the public. The interests of the people controlling CME must always be aligned with what is in the best interests of the public.
How do these circumstances create a conflict of interest? (SCS 2.1)
The potential for increasing the value of the financial relationship with the commercial interest creates an incentive to influence the content of the CME – an incentive to insert commercial bias. Commercial bias is prohibited in certified CME.

	Before Activity (Check all that apply; for description of mechanisms see Appendix A on page 2).   

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Activity Director reviewed the content (slides) before the activity and determined no conflict of interest exists.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Content of activity/presentation has no therapeutic recommendations for patients/patient care

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The disclosed relationship(s) with industry is(are) unrelated to the topic being discussed and/or presented

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The CME activity is not related to patient care

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The speaker/planner has altered the financial relationship(s).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Altered control over content.  An individual’s control of content can be altered in several ways to remove the opportunity to affect content related to the products and services of a commercial interest by one of the following:  
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disqualified the speaker, author or planner and selected a replacement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chose someone else to control that portion of the content
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Changed the focus of the CME activity
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Changed the assigned content 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limited the content to a report without recommendation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limited the sources for recommendations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent Content Validation – Conflict of interest may be resolved if the presentation is peer reviewed and;
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 All the recommendations involving clinical medicine are based on evidence that is accepted within the profession of medicine as adequate justification for their indications and contraindications in the care of patients or
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All scientific research referred to, reported, or used in CME in support or justification of patient care recommendations conforms to generally accepted standards of experimental design, data collection and analysis.


_______________________   __________
_____________________________   __________
Activity Director                       Date
CME Medical Director          
                Date
Please submit this Page (1) to CWRU CME Program 14 days prior to the activity. If the required documentation is not provided, Category 1 credit will be withheld.  Attach any pertinent explanations.
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine
Continuing Medical Education Program

Mechanisms for the Resolution or Management of Conflict of Interest

with Commercial Entities (Appendix A)
A.
Alter the financial relationship. Individuals may change their relationship with commercial interests (e.g., discontinue contracted services).  This way no duty, loyalty, or incentive remains to introduce commercial bias into the CME content.  However, disclosure that such a relationship had existed within the preceding 12 months must still be made to the audience.

B.
Alter control over content.  An individual’s control of content can be altered in several ways to remove the opportunity to affect content related to the products and services of a commercial interest. These may include:

· Disqualify the speaker, author or planner and select a replacement.  If a COI cannot be resolved, the speaker, planner or author must be disqualified. If a speaker, planner or author refuses to disclose they will automatically be disqualified from participating in the CE activity. Failure to return a disclosure form will be considered to be a refusal to disclose.

· Choose someone else to control that portion of the content. If a proposed presenter, author, or planner has a conflict of interest related to the content, someone else who does not have a relationship to the commercial interests related to the content may present or plan this part of the content.

· Change the focus of the CME activity so that the content is not about products or services of the commercial interest that is the basis of the COI. 

· Change the assigned content so that it is no longer about products or services of the commercial interest. For example an individual with a conflict of interest regarding products for treatment of a condition could address the pathophysiology or diagnosis of the condition rather than the therapeutics.

· Limit the content to a report without recommendations.  If an individual has been funded by a commercial company to perform research, the individual’s presentation may be limited to the data and results of the research. Someone else can be assigned to address broader implications and recommendations.

· Limit the sources for recommendations. Rather than having a person with a conflict of interest present personal recommendations or personally select the evidence to be presented, limit the role of the person to reporting recommendations based on formal structured reviews of the literature with the inclusion and exclusion criteria stated (evidence-based).

C.  
Independent Content Validation.  Conflict of interest may be resolved if the presentation is peer reviewed and;
· All the recommendations involving clinical medicine are based on evidence that is accepted within the profession of medicine as adequate justification for their indications and contraindications in the care of patients or

· All scientific research referred to, reported, or used in CME in support or justification of patient care recommendations conforms to generally accepted standards of experimental design, data collection and analysis.
D.
Review and Resolution








Identified conflicts of interest may be reviewed by the Activity Director, Director of CME, Medical Director of CME, Chairman of the CME Committee and/or identified experts(s) in the field as appropriate.  (Reviewers will also be asked to disclose their relevant financial relationships as a precaution against any COI they may have.)  Additional information on a presentation may be collected for review.  If a COI can not be resolved through the mechanisms described above, AMA Category 1 credit will not be approved.


E. Oversight

All financial relationships will be disclosed to CME activity participants. Activities will be evaluated by participants and peer reviewers to determine if the content was free of bias and met acceptable scientific standards. 
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